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FROM THE CHAIR 

 

       This is not me being lazy.   The 
COLAS projector, laptop and PA 
system travel monthly to meetings 
with me, because they are too 
valuable to leave in an insecure 
location.   Four times a year boxes 
of ‘Context’ make the same trip as 
well.  

      We investigated a number of 
venues.  Some require a caretaker 
on site, which puts up the cost. 
Another had private parking, but a 
long staircase to the assembly hall. 
Yet another was cheap, but 
surrounded by double yellow lines. 
Etc. Etc. 

      After much deliberation, the 
Committee decided that we would 
carry on having lectures at St 
Olave’s Church.  The fee is the same 
as before and we are trusted with 
our own key. We have some 
storage space, a hot water urn, use 
of a loo and, a great bonus, the 
Church has fine acoustics. 

      But it’s not right for the COLAS 
Christmas Social.  So for this we 
shall have the nice hall of St 
Botolph’s, Bishopsgate.  

     Full details in the October edition 
of ‘Context’. 

 

ROSE BAILLIE 
 

 

Carrying on as before 

     COLAS was told in February that St 
Olave’s Hall would not be available 
after 30 March. 

      At the time, the Committee 
decided to accept the offer of St 
Olave’s Church to have our monthly 
lectures in the Church itself.  This has 
not been without teething problems, 
but we are getting used to it and the 
Church is getting used to having us.  

       In the meantime we have been 
investigating other possible venues. 
We wanted somewhere in the City, 
that was affordable, accessible, 
available on Friday evenings, with 
the possibility of providing 
refreshments. Also, it had to have 
car parking not far away. 

 

 

  
Cover: Felicity Cobbing, PEF Chief Executive & Curator, shows 

members some of their finds collection. Photo Robert McCoy.  Page 11 
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Finding St Olave’s Church 
 

 The entrance to St Olave’s Church that COLAS uses is the main entrance 

on Hart Street.    

       St Olave’s Church is about 100 yards 

from St Olave’s Hall.  

      It is 100 yds from Fenchurch St. Station 

(BR) and within walking distance of Tower 

Hill, Aldgate and Monument TfL Stations. 

NB. A number of City bus routes are 

changing. Check https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-

journey/ for current situation. 

       There is no parking in Hart St or 

Crutched Friars, but some parking bays in 

upper Mark Lane (access from Fenchurch 

St) and lower Mark Lane (access from Great 

Tower St).  Congestion and ULEZ charges 

            apply and parking charges until 7pm.   

 

                     Members’ Night 

                             16 August  

     Our August meeting will be a ‘Members’ Night’.  

This is your opportunity to tell fellow members 

about something or somewhere that you would 

like to share.   An historical site you have visited, an excavation you took 

part in, or another archaeological topic.  

     Contributions generally take the form of a short talk, often, but not 

necessarily, with pictures.  We would especially like to hear from new 

members.  Contact Rose if you would like to take part.  

https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/
https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/
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JOIN US AT FULHAM 

PALACE 

          COLAS will be at Fulham 
Palace on Sunday 1st September 
for their ‘Totally Thames’ 
foreshore and archaeology day.  
This was a thoroughly enjoyable 
event last year and it is expected 
that 2019 will be similar. Featuring 

guided visits to the Thames foreshore, display stalls and other fun activities. 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FROM COLAS TO HELP ON OUR DISPLAYS.  

SEE THE FORM ON PAGE 7. 

  Fulham Palace is a great place to visit.  Essentially Tudor, the historic 
home of the Bishops of London has recently had a major restoration and its 
museum has been enlarged and redesigned.  Also not to be missed, the walled 
garden, orchard and fine café.  Summer opening daily.  Museum and historic 
rooms: 10.30 - 17.00.  Admission is free. 

COLAS members would probably enjoy these other events:  

Sunday 28 July, 11:00 - 15:00.  Family fun day: Featuring the Parchmarks Project.   

Thursday 12 September, 14:00 - 15:00  ‘Digging the scene: contrasts in 
community and commercial archaeology’.  A talk by Fulham Palace Community 
Archaeologist Alexis Haslam.   Free but prior booking essential, via website. 
https://www.fulhampalace.org/whats-on/events/ 

Wednesday 18 September, 11:00 - 12:00, Bishop Porteus's Library 
 ‘Behind the scenes: handling the museum collections’. Free, drop in. 

Getting there: 
District Line to Putney Bridge Station. The Palace is a 15 minute walk.  
Buses: Buses 74, 220 and 430 stop on Fulham Palace Road. Many other buses 
stop near Putney Bridge Station.  

Car.  There is no public parking on site.  An accessible parking bay for blue badge 
holders only is available by prior arrangement. 
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COLAS VISIT TO THE MERTON 
PRIORY CHAPTER HOUSE, 

EDUCATION & HERITAGE CENTRE  

Sunday 6 OCTOBER at 2pm 

 Chapter Way, 

London SW19 2RX 

 Merton Priory was founded in 1114 for Augustinian Priors. It was 
located where the River Wandle crossed Stane Street about 6 miles from the 
City of London. It became an important centre for learning and diplomacy, with 
frequent royal visitors. It was largely demolished in 1538, following the 
dissolution of the monasteries.  
 What remained of the Priory, a Scheduled Ancient Monument, was 
excavated 1986-1990 by the DGLA ahead of redevelopment, notably by Dave 
Saxby, who will be known to many.  The almost complete remains of the 
Chapter House’s outline are now preserved in situ and can be seen in a large 
gallery constructed under Merantun Way/A24. The site is managed by a 
volunteer trust, who have recently completed a HLF funded project to improve 
access and develop its displays. These cover not only the Priory’s history and 
associated finds, but also the subsequent development of the area, which 
became a centre for cloth dyeing. 
      We will have an expert guided tour of the Chapter House by Dave Saxby 
or one of the other Trustees.  We expect the visit to take c. 90 mins.  The tour is 
free, but the trust would welcome donations.   
 

Please Note: 
 To aid administration, please book in advance.   

 Warm clothing is recommended if the weather is inclement.    

 Full details of https://www.mertonpriory.org 

 Meet:  at 2pm prompt at entrance.  
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Getting there: 
The Chapter 
House is UNDER 
the A24/ 
Merantun Way, 
between Merton 
Abbey Mills and 
Sainsbury’s/M&S 
hypermarket 
(which provides 
conveniently 
adjacent free 
parking).  

Access: From the pedestrian underpass connecting the car parks for Pizza Hut 
and Sainsbury’s beneath the road. There is also parking in Chapter Way and 
Merton Abbey Mills. 

Nearest Tube stations: Colliers Wood, South Wimbledon (Northern Line) 
Nearest National Rail Train stations: Wimbledon, Haydons Road 
Nearest Tram Stops: Phipps Bridge, Morden Road 
Bus Routes: 57, 470, 200, 219, 131 
Help with planning your journey on https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ 
  

Booking to: Robert McCoy, 51 Levendale Rd, Forest Hill, London SE23 2TP. 
 

NB.  If you book and then find that you cannot come, please inform Robert.    
                Tel: 0208 699 9140   Email: robertmccoy23@outlook.com 

Mobile on visit day only 07964694128 for urgent messages. 
……………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………. 
BOOKING FORM  -  COLAS Visit – Merton Abbey Chapter House 6 Oct 2019 
  

Name(s) ……………………..…………………………………………………………………..………..… 
 

Address ………………………………….………………………………………………….………………… 
……………………………………………..…………….………………………….………………….……….. 
 

Home Phone ……………..………………...….  Mobile ………….………………………………… 
 

 Email. For confirmation of your place on the tour  

…………………………………………..……..……………….………………………………………………… 
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THE KNOWLEDGE   London Brain Teaser No 112 
The theme is entertainment. 

1. Which group had a hit in 1969 with If Paradise is Half as Nice?  2. Which 

BBC2 sketch show, 2003-2007, was created by David Walliams and Matt Lucas?  

3. Which television sitcom, 1986–1991, was set in Liverpool and featured the 

Boswell family?  4. What was the film released in 2008 which starred Sean 

Penn as a gay rights campaigner in New York?  5. Which 1982 television series 

starred David Hasselhoff and a talking car called KITT? 

What is the city of London link to your answers? 

Brain Teaser No 111 - The Solution 

The day was 23 April – St George’s Day. 

1. Wetherby Gardens was the home of Field Marshal Edmund Allenby, born 23 

April, 1861.  2. The Cavalry Memorial, by Adrian Jones, shows St George slaying 

the dragon.  3. The Lanesborough Hotel occupies the former St George’s 

Hospital.  5. J M W Turner was born on 23 April, 1775.  6.  Prince Louis, fifth in 

line to the throne was born on 23 April, 2018, the day of my walk. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  

 OPEN HOUSE LONDON  

  21-22 September 2019 

The OPEN HOUSE weekend is a chance the 
public to have a free look around 800 of 

London’s most architecturally interesting and historic buildings.  Associated 
lectures, walks and tours also take place. Opening times vary and events often 
have to be booked.  It pays to plan your weekend in advance.  Details and 
bookings go live on 20 August. https://openhouselondon.org.uk/ A pre-order 
guide (£8.50) is also available. Order on-line or Tel. 020 7383 2131 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

Left blank for form 

 

 

 

 

https://openhouselondon.org.uk/
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‘TOTALLY 
THAMES’ 

AT 
FULHAM  
PALACE 

 

Sun 1 September.  
 

Fulham Palace, Bishop’s Ave, London SW6 6EA 
Open to the public 11am to 3pm 

 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

 Meet the public, many of them children, and pass on your enthusiasm 
for archaeology at this fun event.  We need members’ support to take charge 
of our varied displays of archaeological material and activities.  If you can come 
before the public opening, or stay to assist with packing up, it would be much 
appreciated. 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

VOLUNTEER FORM – Fulham Palace – 1 Sept 2019 

   Name(s) ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

      ……………….………………………………..……………………………………………..……… 

Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………..…………… 

 ………………………………………….………………………….……………………..………………… 

Phone:    …………………………….………..        Mobile …………..……………………………….. 

   Email: ………………………………………………………….…………..…………………….……………… 

 Please give/send this form to Linda Speight, 21 Davidson Gardens, 

London, SW8 2XB, as soon as possible.  Please contact Linda if you have a 

display preference or would like more information. Tel: 020 7622 4422.  

Email linda8speight@yahoo.co.uk 
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 Exhibition at the Imperial War Museum. 

‘What Remains’ 

 From the Nazi theft of art and the bombing of cathedrals in Coventry 
and Dresden to the destruction of objects from Mosul Museum in Iraq, war 
devastates lives, kills people and destroys the cultural heritage that they hoped 
would outlive them. Sometimes destruction is accidental, but often our 
cherished places, objects and stories are deliberately targeted in conflict. 

   ‘What Remains’ explores why cultural heritage is attacked during war 
and the ways we save, protect and restore what is targeted. Over 50 
photographs, oral histories, objects and artworks will be on display, from both 
Imperial War Museum and Historic England's collections. 

‘What Remains’ is open until 5 January 2020 at: 

Imperial War Museum, London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ 

Open every day 10am - 6pm. Free Entry 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Left blank for form 
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FEATURE 

Getting on board with CRaFT 

Angela Broomfield 

 The new CRaFT project (Causeways, Riverstairs and Ferry Terminals) is a 

community-based initiative bringing together volunteers from Thames Discovery 

Programme (TDP) and COLAS.  Volunteers will uncover, discover, or rediscover 

the histories of the Thames landing places from Vauxhall to Greenwich.   

 Volunteers will survey the physical remains of landing place stairs, 

causeways and jetties on the foreshore, as well as addressing questions of how 

they were used and their place in people’s lives at a time when Londoners 

routinely used the Thames to get about our great city. 

 Close to 70 COLAS and TDP members have already expressed their 

interest and on 22nd June 30 keen volunteers joined the first foreshore 

fieldwork session. The fieldwork aims to create a written and photographic 

record of each CRaFT. Our volunteers split into three groups led by COLAS 

President Gustav Milne, COLAS Committee Member Angela Broomfield and 

National Trust archaeologist Nathalie Cohen.  Each group was provided with 

images of historic paintings and photos of three CRaFT: Cousin Lane stairs,  

CRaFT 
volunteers at 
Cousin Lane 
with Gus Milne  

Photo, Peter 
James TDP FROG 
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Southwark Bridge stair and causeway and Custom House stair and causeway 

which they could then compare with the remains visible on the foreshore today.  

 They also considered the impact of more recent events such as the 

London Blitz and riverbank redevelopment which could lead to repairs or 

remodelling of the CRaFT and river wall.  

 

Nathalie Cohen with 
CRaFT volunteers at 
Custom House  

Photo TDP 

 

 

 

 

  

 Everyone said it was a highly enjoyable morning spent discovering the 

construction and elements of each stair or causeway and trying to understand 

the possible phases.  All agreed that each CRaFT has a rich history and there are 

many as yet unanswered questions that we hope to respond to through 

panorama investigations, map regression and CRaFT in paintings, as well as 

documentary research in local archives.  Volunteers are able to share the results 

of their fieldwork and historical investigations in a CRaFT online space to create 

a growing knowledge base.  

 There will be more foreshore fieldwork over the summer. If you would 

like to get involved, either on the foreshore or with research, please contact 

Angela Broomfield at one of our meetings or by Email: 

angela.broomfield@yahoo.fr 

 

 

mailto:angela.broomfield@yahoo.fr
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SOCIETY VISIT  
COLAS Tour of the PEF Headquarters 

Guy Taylor 

 The very name ‘Palestine Exploration Fund’ instils a feeling of time-
travel back to the Victorian period, however for those COLAS members and 
friends who visited the Fund’s headquarters in June, that couldn’t be further 
from the reality. The perspicacity of the early members in purchasing a freehold 
property in Marylebone enabled the present trustees to sell that property and 
utilise the proceeds to purchase a 999-year lease on a new HQ in Greenwich and 
invest the remainder to generate income to carry on the Fund’s activities. 

 PEF Chief Executive and Curator, Felicity Cobbing, was our guide to the 
PEF’s new HQ and historical display. She explained that instead of working from 
a dingy basement, she and the other staff and volunteers now had a superb 
working environment that had incorporated the PEF’s requirements from the  
construction design stage. Now there is room for at least a fraction of their 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
collection to be readily available in modern display units (above) whereas 
previously there had been virtually none (although there is, inevitably, much still 
stored behind the scenes). The move to the present premises was the PEF’s 
seventh – the first office having been in the sitting room of founder member 
George Grove (Crystal Palace engineer and author of Grove’s Dictionary of 
Music). 
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 Some of the first activities to be aided by the fund were virtually 
geographical intelligence gathering expeditions, incidentally providing survey 
training for members of the Royal Engineers. In 1865 Charles Wilson conducted 
a reconnaissance trip to the top of the Jordan Valley to permit an assessment for 
likely future exploration. In 1868-69 an Ordnance Survey mapping of Sinai was 
conducted by Wilson and the Rev FW Holland – this provided some funding 
which ensured the survival of the PEF.  The Turkish government was supportive 
of this activity as 
we were seen as 
allies against an 
expansionist 
Russia, and we 
shared the results 
with them. 

      The first actual 
PEF survey was 
carried out during 
the period 1871-
78 under Lt 
Claude Conder; 
one of his team, 
Sgt George 
Armstrong, 
producing a 3-D 
terrain model. 
Their original theodolite is in one of the display cabinets, (seen above, with 
Felicity) along with some of Conder’s watercolours.  As well as mapping, 
geological specimens were collected from the Lower Jordan Valley where, 
incidentally, the survey determined for the first time that the Dead Sea was 
below sea level. An attempt to conduct a population survey, however, was met 
with suspicion and resistance, as this was seen as a means for the Ottoman 
administration to exact taxes and conscript men for the army. Despite the PEF’s 
many moves, extensive records of this survey survive and it is possible to ‘map’ 
the moves of the compilers.  In 1874 Conder received a second-in command in 
the form of one Lt H.H. Kitchener. The scale of the finished project may be 
appreciated by the fact that the accompanying texts ran to 13 volumes!  
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 Other investigations in Jerusalem, notably by Lt. Charles Warren of the 
Royal Engineers, revealed that the Temple Mount had been built up in Herod’s 
time. These survey results are still of value as excavations there are no longer 
permitted.   
 

Warren exploring the fallen voussoirs 
of Robinson’s Arch. Jerusalem. 1869 

  

 Evidence of a history of 
sieges can be seen in a display of 
projectiles which include Syrian 
sling-stones, Roman ballista stones 
(AD70) and Ottoman iron cannon 
balls.  

 There was something of a 
hiatus in surveying after this until 
1913 when government assistance 
was provided for another 
expedition – quite possibly 
Kitchener’s influence. Leonard 
Woolley and T E Lawrence were 
recruited from the British Museum 
excavation at Carchemish.  As they were not Palestinian experts, the PEF 
imposed their own excavation foreman Yusif Kana’an. This was in fact a cover 
for a military reconnaissance operation and this may have been instrumental in 
stimulating Lawrence for his later wartime activities.  Much useful genuine 
archaeological data was obtained; Woolley mapped Abde (Eboda), one of 
several towns flourishing in Nabatean, Roman and Byzantine periods. 

  Among the artefacts on display is evidence of an increasingly scientific 
approach such as organic samples collected during excavations.  Perhaps the 
beginning of the transition from antiquarians to archaeologists?  The PEF has 
been in the forefront of developing the study, care and protection of the 
heritage of the Levant, contributing to the establishment after the Great War of 
a British Archaeological School in Palestine, and also the creation of a 
Department of Antiquities during the Mandate period. In 1931-35 the PEF 
participated in a Joint Expedition to Samaria, in concert with the British 
Archaeological School; the Palestine Department of Antiquities; Harvard 
University and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, links that endure to today.  
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 There is only sufficient magazine space to describe a fraction of what we 

saw, but mention must be made of the 
library which is one of very few 
sources of Levant studies material. 
This is now openly shelved on a sort of 
minstrel’s gallery floor. This was one 
of the PEF’s original design 
requirements – Felicity described the 
previous office as more of a book 
depository. Three architectural models 
are displayed on this floor: a 17th 
century model of the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre (early tourist ware!); a 19th century 1:500 scale model of 
Herod’s Temple and a modern model of the Umayyad Mosque, Damascus, made 
by Syrian refugee Tammon al Khidaiwi al Nabilsi.  

 Beyond is a multi-purpose room which also houses the rare book 
collection. The gallery overlooks a flexible open space which can be arranged for 
lectures, film shows, archive research or conservation, or even social events.  
Here Felicity had kindly laid on a series of boxes of finds for us to examine.  
Added to this is a splendid, constantly changing, view of the Thames – little 
wonder the staff look so happy! 

 The PEF welcomes members, researchers, volunteers and donors.   
  https://www.pef.org.uk/ 

 We are grateful to Guy Taylor for suggesting this visit, to Robert McCoy 
for managing the bookings and above all to Felicity Cobbing for a most expert 
and entertaining tour. 

Illustrations from the PEF archive, Rose Baillie and Robert McCoy 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 NEXT PEF LECTURE at the BRITISH MUSEUM 
 ‘Excavations at Solomon’s pools, Bethlehem and the water supply to 

Jerusalem in Antiquity’  
Matthew J. Adams, Albright Institute, Jerusalem 

 12 September, 4pm at the British Museum 
Tickets will be made available through the British Museum 1 month - 2 weeks before the 

lecture. To book, contact the British Museum Box Office:  020 7323 8181 or 
www.britishmuseum.org   

https://www.pef.org.uk/
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 BRITISH MUSEUM ANNUAL EGYPTOLOGICAL COLLOQUIUM 2019 

Amarna: the lived city 

Thursday 19 September 2019,  10.00am – 5.00pm 

Friday 20 September 2019,  10.00am – 5.00pm 

BP Lecture Theatre, British Museum 

 Since systematic excavations began in the late 19th century, the 

site of Amarna has shaped our understanding of Egyptian urbanism, while 

eliciting fascination because of the unique nature of its founder king, 

Akhenaten.  This colloquium will feature papers on the following aspects 

of the city, based on new fieldwork and re-assessment of earlier research, 

objects and documents relating to the city: Urban environment, layout and 

networks, Experiences of urban life, Belief, memory and identity, 

Production, supply and exchange, The changing city, and its afterlife. 

Tickets £75.00 (Concessions £45.00) *See below 

Book online, by phone 0207 323 8181 or at Ticket Desk in Great Court 

 

 

THE RAYMOND AND BEVERLY SACKLER LECTURE IN EGYPTOLOGY 

'House of the Aten' at Amarna.  Whose needs did it serve and how? 

Barry Kemp, Amarna Project 

Thursday 19 September 2019,  6.00 – 8.00pm 

BP Lecture Theatre, British Museum 

 Written and pictorial sources from Amarna make the ‘House of the 

Aten’ the centre of Akhenaten's cult of the sun, the Aten. In modern times 

it has been identified with a site in the centre of Amarna called the Great 

Aten Temple.  

 First excavated in 1932 by the Egypt Exploration Society, it has 

been the subject of a fresh examination by the Amarna Project since 2012. 

Two separate stone buildings — the Long Temple at the front and, to a 

lesser extent, the Sanctuary at the rear — provided monumental settings 

where the king and his family could celebrate sunrise in surroundings 

designed to display offerings on a large scale. They stood, however, 

within a designated space of far larger extent, most of it devoid of 

permanent structures. 

The lecture will be followed by a reception in the Egyptian Sculpture 

Gallery. 

Tickets £30.00 (Concessions £25.00) *See below 

Book online, by phone 0207 323 8181 or at Ticket Desk in Great Court 

 

*Joint ticket (Colloquium and Sackler Lecture): £85.00 (Concessions 

£60.00) 
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LECTURE REPORT  

London’s waterfront from the 12th Century  
to the Great Fire of 1666   

       ROSE BAILLIE 

 Our lecturer in March was Dr John Schofield, 
for many years an excavator and architectural 
historian with the Museum of London. He is now an 
independent consultant with a special interest in the 
development of the City of London from Roman 
times to the present day.   He has lately overseen a 
definitive publication of four excavations that 
revealed London’s medieval waterfront and 
produced an extraordinary wealth of finds.  

Introduction 
 The four excavations were conducted by the Department of Urban 
Archaeology (DUA) of the Museum of London between 1974-81  They were 
around the north end of London Bridge in the City of London: 1. Swan Lane          
(1981-2), 2. Seal House (1974), 3. New Fresh Wharf (1974-8) and 4. Billingsgate 
Lorry Park (1982).  
Below, the sites on a map of medieval London by Tony Dyson. The name ‘gate’ indicating 
a lane that was a public continuation of one from Thames St. 
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 These sites were dug in the days of rescue archaeology, with COLAS 
assisting at Seal House and Billingsgate. Resources were limited and only parts of 
each site could be excavated.  

 We now realise, John said, that the 80-100 yards of land that exists 
between what is now Upper and Lower Thames Street and the present Thames 
river wall is all reclaimed.  The reclamation began in the 10th Century and 
continued apace until c. 1450.  It was done in small units, property by property, 
with new timber revetments being constructed and the space behind them filled 
with the rubbish of the time. These new areas of reclamation where then built 
on. The buildings becoming more substantial with time and included two livery 
halls and churches. 

The Billingsgate dig 

 It was important, John said, to understand the circumstances and 
approach of these excavations. By 1982 when the Billingsgate dig came up the 
DUA had a good understanding of what to expect and John was largely 
responsible for designing an excavation 20m by 19m surrounded by sheet piling 
that aimed to go 6m deep to the Roman quay.  This was about a quarter of the 
redevelopment site;  it took 13 months and cost £1 million, which was a lot for 
the time.  The rest being covered by a difficult  ‘watching brief’, mainly 
undertaken by the late Geoff Egan, who recovered some remarkable finds, 
including the earliest straight metal trumpet from Europe that may have been 

lost overboard from a boat. (On left) 

        The developers were not initially 
cooperative, but were persuaded by a preview 
of a ‘Chronicle’  film that the BBC TV were 
making about the excavation. 

 

The buildings 

 The waterfront sites revealed a lot about the medieval tenement 
buildings that had stood on them and how they developed over time. Cellars 
were discovered, filled with debris from the Great Fire of 1666, with two 
examples of chequered stone work of alternating flint and chalk blocks.  
Documentary research sometimes revealed the property owners or tenants and 
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their trade.  As riverside buildings became more substantial, stone river walls 
were built, but piecemeal encroachment continued until the Great Fire. 
Panoramas from 16th Century onward show a riverfront chock-a-block with 
buildings.  

Below, 16
th

 Century panorama of the Swan Lane area. 

Finds  

 From 1987 the Museum of London produced seven catalogues of 
objects from London that drew heavily from items found in the waterfront 
excavations. These were a major achievement and are still being used and 
reprinted. The great virtue of the waterfront sites was that the successive timber 
revetments could be dendro-dated, so the finds in the rubbish behind them 
came in discrete, datable, groups.  It seems much of the rubbish came from 
communal tips, so the finds came from all over the City and represented the day 
to day possessions of a wide cross-section of the community, even though some 
time may have passed before the tip material was used for landfill.   

 John showed us some of the very wide range of these objects.  There 
were horse fittings, belts and buckles, boots, shoes and decorated knife 
scabbards. Occasional precious metal objects, like finger rings, more often 
corroded iron lumps that could only be identified when X-rays revealed the item 
at their core.  

 Some lead ‘canes’ surrounding a piece of coloured glass from a deposit 
of c. 1270 may have come from a church, but also conceivably from a secular 
building, suggesting that prestigious houses in London had glazed windows 
earlier than usually thought. Notable also a floor at Seal House had decorated 
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glazed tiles of the 13th-14th Century that was the only such in situ floor found in a 
secular building in London 

 More unusual items included a small decorated lead candle stick, which 
John thought may have come from a chandelier and been nearly a century old 
before it was dumped behind the waterfront.  

(On left) 

 There was a vast array of ceramics, 
mostly sherds, from home and overseas that 
have helped refine a chronological series of 
pottery for London. These are revealing of 
London’s wide-ranging commercial links. Also 
interesting was the earliest excavated pair of 
spectacles of the 15th Century.   

     

 Londoners’ piety, travels and 
international connections were demonstrated 
by the very many indulgence seals, ampullae 
and pilgrim badges from holy places around 
England and abroad that have been found both 
in waterfront landfill and on the foreshore.  

14-15th Century pilgrim badge of St George,  
probably from Windsor 

Dating carpentry 

 Another interesting aspect of the timber revetments is that their 
differing styles of construction can stand in for the lost timber buildings of 
medieval London, with their tree-rings providing dating evidence.   COLAS 
President Gustav Milne has suggested that some waterfront constructions may 
mirror the beginning of ‘jetted’ buildings, with protruding upper storeys, from as 
early as 1180, although the first documentary evidence in London is from 1246.  
Together with the busy reclamation activity, this is another indication of the 
pressure to create additional living space at this time.   
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 A revetment at Billingsgate has carpenter’s marks showing that the 
structure had been pre-assembled on dry land, before being brought on to the 
foreshore between tides.  

On right, Billingsgate revetment 
with marks enhanced with chalk 

 

 

 

St Botolph Billingsgate Church 

 This St Botolph Church is first mentioned in 1140, but it was destroyed in 
1666 and not rebuilt.  Its remains formed a major part of the Billingsgate 
excavation.  The 12th Century church was extended south in the 1450s over an 
existing building, with a stone undercroft, as the result of a bequest by John 
Reynewell, Mayor of London 1426-7.   Part of the extension formed a kind of 

chapel and contained many burials, notably a brick 
grave of a well-fed man in his 60s.  Because of its 
prominent location this is thought to be John 
Reynewell himself.  When the unexcavated part of 
the Billingsgate site was cleared by machine, a 
stone corbel, showing an angel holding a shield and 
probably from St Botolph’s, was recovered from a 
landfill site in Essex.  It is now in the care of 
Romanist Guy de la  Bédoyère.   (On left)  

Building identification and room functions 

 From the 1640s comes the detailed ‘Long View of London from Bankside’ 
by Wenceslas Hollar.  Together with contemporary documents it is possible to 
know quite a lot about the buildings that existed on the four sites on the eve of 
the Great Fire, which swept through them.  Careful study of the finds from 
different rooms enables some deductions to be made about their uses.  Eg. 
Domestic, storage, warehousing etc.  The post-medieval pottery found again 
showed London’s international connections, with the Delft tiles found 
suggesting that house interiors of the mid-17th Century often had a Dutch 
flavour.   
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 These four sites, around the bridgehead, John Schofield said, should not 
be considered alone.  Their building history and artefact history should be 
compared to other large sites, notable No.1 Poultry, to show how archaeology 
can explain Medieval and Tudor London.   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 All this and more can be read about in 
‘London’s Waterfront 1100-1666: excavations in 
Thames Street, London, 1974-84’. By John 
Schofield, Lyn Blackmore, and Jacqui Pearce, with 
Tony Dyson.  Archaeopress, 2018. (£76.50). Or 
download it for free as a PDF from 
www.archaeopress.com or the website of the 
City of London Archaeological Trust , 
www.colat.org.uk/london-waterfront/  

              The COLAT website has much additional 
information and links to the videos of the BBC 
‘Chronicle’ programme and a demonstration of 
how the Billingsgate trumpet sounded.  

 We are grateful to Dr John Schofield for the use of material from his 
excellent presentation to make this summary. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES PUBLIC LECTURES 

Held at Burlington House, Piccadilly, London  W1 
 

Lectures are free but space is limited and reservations are strongly 

recommended by booking online at the Society’s website. 
https://www.sal.org.uk/events/ 

Lectures commence at 1.00pm and last one hour 

 

Tuesday 13 August 2019 

Garden History in Action: Raglan Castle, Troy House and 

Badminton 

Dr Ann Benson FSA 

 

Tuesday 8 October 2019 

Armistice and Archaeology at Sea 

Aidan Dodson FSA 

http://www.archaeopress.com/
http://www.colat.org.uk/london-waterfront/


22 
 

LECTURE REPORT  

City Trowelblazers. Woman in archaeology in London 

ROSE BAILLIE 

 Our April lecture, with Dr Sadie Watson of 
MOLA, moved to the impressive interior of St Olave’s 
Church.  Very unfortunately our technology chose that 
evening to fail. The COLAS computer was working, the 
projector was working, but despite our best endeavours, 
they could not be made to communicate with each other. 

 Our apologies to all who attended and had to 
make do with only seeing Sadie’s presentation on a small 
screen.  And our profound apologies to Sadie, (who 

coped with great calm) for the loss of time and the extra hassle. 

 Sadie Watson has been a Project Officer for MOLA since 2008, being 
responsible for large teams and important sites, notably the Bloomberg/Temple 
of Mithras excavation. Her title, she said, was in homage to the group 
https://trowelblazers.com/  that celebrates women in archaeology and related 
sciences.  In London, as elsewhere women have done great work for a long time, 
and in far greater numbers, than most people realise. 

Kathleen Kenyon 

 Sadie’s first example was Dame Kathleen 
Kenyon (1907-78).(On right)  She was the first 
female President of the Oxford University 
Archaeological Society, going on to work with 
Mortimer Wheeler and his wife Tessa on their 
Verulamium excavations, where she helped 
develop modern methods of single context 
planning and recording, so she was hugely 
influential. During WW2 she was Acting Director 
of the Institute of Archaeology and in 1946 
conducted excavations in Southwark, before her 

https://trowelblazers.com/
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world famous work at Jericho. A formidable character, with a liking for gin and 
sport she, nonetheless, put on record her feelings that men were still preferred 
for headship of major scientific institutions. 

Eve Rutter (later Eve Harris) 

 After leaving Oxford, Eve started her archaeological career working on 
the National Trust’s Roman villa at Chedworth, combining this with work on the 
excavation of the London Mithraeum. Her engaging correspondence from that 
time can now be read on-line1.   With her husband John R Harris, she produced a 
book, ‘The oriental cults of Roman Britain’, with the cooperation of Prof F W 
Grimes, which became a standard text.  

Audrey Williams (later Grimes)  

           Audrey (1902–1978) was another 
Oxford graduate who had extensive 
experience in Wales, becoming an 
Assistant Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments, before being appointed 
Curator of the Verulamium Museum. 
She already knew Grimes before 
becoming his principal assistant on his 
excavations, under the aegis of the 
Roman and Mediaeval London 
Excavation Council, (RMLEC). She often 
took charge when he was busy 
elsewhere. Grimes himself said she was 
the better excavator. Audrey was a 
calming influence on the Mithraeum site 
amid the press and public excitement. 
She is often seen in photographs 
smoking, and wearing a black hat.  

Audrey, keeping a careful eye on Prof  
Grimes at the Temple of Mithras 

                                                         
1
  (https://archaeologynationaltrustsw.wordpress.com/2014/12/29/all-about-eve-

chedworth-and-1954/ 
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Audrey Baines 

 Audrey Baines (1927-93) was 
another graduate who came to 
London to get involved with 
archaeology, becoming in 1949 an 
‘Archaeological Assistant’ for the 
Guildhall Museum, and thus one of the 
earliest (very poorly) paid women in 
London’s archaeology.  She made a 
profound impression on Ivor Nöel 
Hume, the Guildhall Museum’s first 
Field Officer and was his unfailing 
support in difficult circumstances. He 
later wrote ‘She brought…credentials 
and experience that I so conspicuously 
lacked – though never once did she 
draw that to my attention…..she had 
the beauty of Ingrid Bergman and the 
will of the Iron Duke’.        Nöel Hume 
      and Audrey reconstruct a Roman timber lined well from St  
      Swithin’s House.  

 Yes, he proposed and was accepted, despite both being covered in 
Thames mud at the time.  In his memoirs he recalled that while excavating the 
graveyard of bomb damaged St Olave’s church in Hart St in 1951 Audrey’s  
presence shocked two job seeking Irish labourers; ‘By Christ Paddy, they’ve got  
f---in’ women workin’ here!’ 

The professional era 

 As London’s post-war redevelopment accelerated, women were among 
the volunteers who came forward to take part in in the ‘Rescue’ digs. Indeed 
COLAS’s first Chairman (sic) was a woman, the Australian Irene Wade. Things 
began slowly to improve with the creation of the Museum of London’s 
Department of Urban Archaeology (DUA) in 1973, with notable early women 
working on sites including Cath Malone, Chrissie Milne and Charlotte Harding.  It 
was some time however before women were seen in supervisory positions. 
Sadie has studied old DUA and MOLAS records, that show female Site 
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Supervisors appearing in the later 1980s, until now, when MOLA is approaching 
parity.   

  The happy DUA crew at 
the Newgate Street 
GPO75 site. Plenty of 
women on site, but not in 
charge.  And no safety 
gear either. 

      

 

       As archaeological 
units turned more 
commercial, women 
have advanced to 

senior management positions. Eg. Taryn Nixon, many years Director of MOLA 
and Melissa Melikian of AOC.   

 Women, Sadie said, have always been strongly represented in 
conservation, as museum curators, in archives, as finds specialists and in 
archaeological publication.  Unpaid, women have often taken the lion’s share of 
running local archaeological societies over many years, like Gil Burn at WEAG 
and Pam Greenwood in Wandsworth. 

 Particularly massive contributions to archaeology in London and 
elsewhere, Sadie felt, had been made by Cath Malone, who helped set up the 
LAARC, Nathalie Cohen with the Thames surveys, Taryn Nixon, who ran MOLA 
for 20 years, Jenny Hall, Curator at the Museum of London, who designed the 
Roman gallery and Shahina Farid, who learned excavation with the DUA, but 
went on to be the long serving Field Director of the iconic Çatalhöyük 
excavations in Turkey. 

Working in London today 

 Archaeological excavation in London today was often on construction 
sites, traditionally a male dominated environment, despite various industry 
initiatives to recruit more women.  It is still common to find makeshift changing 
rooms and to encounter surprise that a woman could operate power tools.  
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MOLA’s certified chain saw team, ready to 
tackle any timbers that need sampling 

  But archaeological excavation is 
a physically demanding job and even 
today seeing a woman wielding a shovel 
or mattock can make males 
uncomfortable.  Offers of help can seem 
patronising, but may actually spring 
from gentlemanly protective instincts; 
declining assistance with heavy tasks has to be tactfully handled.  Female 
excavators learn to rely on skill rather than strength.  In London’s archaeological 
units, consultancies, museums and Historic England posts there is now rough 
gender equality in senior positions. 

The archaeological implications 

 How can the presence of women be identified in an archaeological 
excavation? This was Sadie’s last question.  This was especially hard in the 
Roman period, where the evidence is scanty and hard to interpret.  The 400 
Bloomberg writing tablets had no female names or voices.  Two other tablets 
from London deal with the sale of slave girls, who appear to be quite valuable 
commodities.  Even when a potentially interesting discovery is made, the press 
can propagate ideas that may be erroneous. Eg. The female cremation burial 
from Southwark, found with pottery lamps showing Anubis and a fallen 
gladiator, together with the burnt remnants of Stone Pine cones, who was 
enthusiastically hailed as a gladiatrix.   

 As a final warning that all may not be what it seems, Sadie Watson cited 
the DNA and chromosome studies recently carried out on a skeleton at the 
Museum of London.  The body was buried c. 50-70 AD with typical ‘female’ 
artefacts.  The DNA showed white, northern European ancestry.  But although 
the skeleton appeared physically female, the chromosomes were male.  
Something had happened in this individual’s biological development that placed 
them on the spectrum between the traditional male/female poles.  This was a 
reminder, Sadie said, that reality can be more complex than it appears and that 
we should always be open to alternative views of the past and ourselves. 

 We are most grateful to Dr Sadie Watson for the use of material from 
her presentation for this summary.  Pics ©David Stock, Illustrated London News, 
Hobley’s Heros, Museum of London, MOLA. 
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FEATURE 

The Prittlewell Prince in full 

 Rose Baillie 

 The excavation of the princely Saxon burial 
at Prittlewell, a suburb of Southend on Sea, was 
carried out by MOLAS in the winter of 2003 with 
some urgency and great secrecy.  What began as a 
routine evaluation ahead of a road widening 
scheme rapidly turned into a priority operation 
when a collapsed, but otherwise undisturbed Saxon 
burial chamber, containing many valuable objects 
was discovered.    

 I remember Ian Blair (on left) saying that he 
had to develop acute body awareness, so that while 
concentrating on excavating one fragile item, his 

feet were not accidentally touching another.  As if the responsibility for 
excavating the most important Saxon burial since Sutton Hoo was not enough, 
he had the additional hardship of a daily commute from London to Southend in 
December.  

 Thanks to the efforts of MOLAS, the Museum of London and a Time 
Team Special 18 (2005) - The King of Bling, the finds from Prittlewell soon 
became well known. The gold buckle and gold foil Latin crosses, which may have 
been placed on the man’s eyes, the lovely glass vessels, a Byzantine spoon and 
Syrian flagon.  There was even a lyre, which survived as a wood stain, but with 
its metal fixings and repair plates in their original positions, as first seen in X-ray.    

 Yet the Prittlewell burial was manifestly worth of the fullest possible 
range of archaeological investigations, bringing in experts from across the 
country.  This took time, cost and effort.  Which is why the full publication of the 
Prittlewell site, and a companion popular volume, have only recently appeared.  

 Many of the newly published discoveries are due to close study of the 
fragments of wood preserved by their close proximity to decaying metal.  Eg. 
Iron nails in the wall.  From such fragments it has been possible to deduce the 
type of wood used to construct the burial chamber and how it was put together: 
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it was very solid indeed.  Enough organic material remained on the wooden and 
horn drinking vessels for radiocarbon dating by Accelerator Mass Spectrometry. 
Dates found this way could be further refined by the latest analytical methods to 
give a range of AD 575–605, with 95% probability.  

 The significance of this was that the buried man appears to have been 
an early Christian convert, but one with an 80% probability of having died before 
St Augustine’s mission to Kent in AD 597, as described by Bede.  The early rulers 
of the East Saxons are scantily recorded, but this tomb is proof they were 
wealthy and enjoyed wide-ranging trade or diplomatic links.  By what other 
route could Christianity have reached them before St Augustine?  Despite his 
conversion, this man’s people evidently still felt it appropriate to build him a 
great tomb, with a costly array of goods, signifying his wealth, status and being 
the provider of feasts for his followers.   

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 See the Prittlewell tomb online at www.prittlewellprincelyburial.org/. 
The chamber’s most impressive items are now on permanent display at 
Southend Central Museum and the Time Team Special is on You Tube. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

‘The Prittlewell princely burial: excavations at Priory 

Crescent, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, 2003’.  Lyn Blackmore, 

Ian Blair, Sue Hirst and 

Christopher Scull. 2019 

£35.00 

 

 ‘The  

Anglo-Saxon princely             

 burial at Prittlewell, 

               Southend-on-Sea’.   

                Sue Hirst and Christopher Scull. 

2019.  £15.00 

Both available from: 

https://www.mola.org.uk/research-community/publications 

http://www.prittlewellprincelyburial.org/
https://www.mola.org.uk/research-community/publications
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FEATURE 

The Painted Room at the Sir John Cass Foundation 
 Primary School 

Rose Baillie 

 I recently had the pleasure of visiting the 
Sir John Cass Foundation Primary School, off 
Aldgate High St.  It is home to a set of 33 painted 
panels, signed and dated 1696, by the artist 
Robert Robinson (1651-?1706).  It is his only 
autographed work and something of an enigma.  
All that is known about them is well summarised 
in a short guide by one-time Museum of London 
print and paintings expert, Mireille Galinou, now 
available online,* from which my illustrations 
are taken.  

 The painted panels originated in a 17th 
Century merchant’s house at 32 Botolph Lane, 
traditionally believed to have belonged to Sir 
Christopher Wren.  From 1852 the house was used as a school.  In 1905, after a 
series of amalgamations, this became incorporated in the Sir John Cass 
Foundation School. 
The Botolph Lane 
house was 
demolished, not 
without protests, but 
some of its fixtures 
were relocated, 
including the painted 
panels, which went to 
the new school’s 
building, where they 
were installed in the 
Board Room (above) in approximately their original layout.   
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 At the time they were extremely dirty and the designs almost invisible 
under layers of varnish.  Despite restoration, it is still not easy to see what they 
are about.  Robinson used a restrained palette principally of greens, browns and 
yellows.  The main panels mostly portray tropical woodland, with palms and 
exotic animals, some real, some fantastical.  One panel has a clear depiction of a 
flowering tobacco plant.   

 Rather dwarfed by their surroundings are 
figures of two types.  One set, critics believe, are 
highly imaginative portrayals of the indigenous 
inhabitants of Central or South America, with 
feather head-dresses.  They are enjoying a 
leisured bucolic existence, with regal women 
taking a leading role.  Smaller and easy to 
overlook are Negro slave workers, who appear to 
be engaged in growing and processing tobacco.  

 

Tobacco plant and Negro worker 

 

 From these clues, and by comparison 
with a painted room scheme attributed to 
Robinson at Carshalton House, Surrey, critics 

have concluded that the commissioner of these paintings was someone involved 
in the burgeoning tobacco trade.   

 This vision of life in the jungle of South America is at odds with the 
paintings’ other principal features;  refined and elaborate temples and a city, 
that combines Wren-like towers with Chinese up-turning roofs and hints of 
Venice.  Without knowing anything about the paintings, I was reminded of 
legendary figures in some exotic location, like Dido at Carthage.  Perhaps 
Robinson had heard that South America had Amazons and the fabulous city is El 
Dorado?  Together the panels give a tantalising sense of being scenes from a 
story that cannot now be identified. 
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The city and its harbour 

 Critics believe 
Robinson probably 
had multiple sources 
for this work, from 
Walter Raleigh’s 
description of ‘… the 
Large, Rich and 
Bewtiful Empyre of 
Guiana’ (1594), to 
Aphra Behn’s novel 
‘Oroonoko, or, the 

Royal Slave’ (1688).  Little is known of Robinson’s life. He was born in 
Leicestershire, was a prolific painter, print maker and theatre set designer.  His 
work shows contemporary Dutch influence in its motifs and use of mezzotints, 
but is now extremely rare.  This cycle of paintings is not generally seen by the 
public, but for its artistry and early portrayal of a romanticised colonialism, they 
deserve to be better known. 
*  https://sirjohncassfoundation.com/publications/other-publications/ 

 
Tudor, Trader, Shipper, Spy? Sir Thomas Gresham  

 Free exhibition, Guildhall Library 

Sir Thomas Gresham (1519-79) is possibly the best known 
16th Century English merchant and financier. Gresham 
served four Tudor monarchs, managed to keep his head, 
and all the while made money.  Sir Thomas helped to 
make London a great international financial centre by 
importing from Antwerp the idea of a ‘bourse’ or 
‘exchange’ for items such as shipping and insurance.  This 

exhibition explores Gresham's life drawing on items in the Gresham history 
collection at the Guildhall.  

 The exhibition is open Monday-Friday, 9.30am-5pm (Wednesday till 
7.30pm) at the Guildhall Library and is completely free. It's open from now until 
mid-September.  

https://sirjohncassfoundation.com/publications/other-publications/
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NEWS FROM MOLA 

Immigrant cockroaches found in the Bloomberg excavation 

 A discovery during post-ex research is thought to be the earliest 
evidence of non-native cockroaches known in the British Isles. A number of 
cockroach egg cases known as oothecae were recovered from the tile wall of a 
circular structure and extracted from samples by a MOLA environmental 
archaeologist.  Dating to AD 65–80, the structure has been interpreted as a 
communal bread oven. Research is revealing why cockroaches decided to make 

it their home nearly 2000 years ago. 

        Britain does have native cockroaches, 
however the oothecae from Bloomberg 
appear to belong to a larger, imported 
species called Blatta orentalis (the ‘oriental 
cockroach’).  

(On left)  

         

 The species favours temperatures between 20oC – 29oC and cannot 
breed below 15oC, meaning that in relatively chilly Northern Europe, it only 
thrives in constantly heated spaces. The walls of a bread oven would have 
provided a perfect refuge, as well as a ready supply of food. 

 These oothecae suggest that the Romans were importing food supplies 
from their Empire in the years following the conquest of AD 43, and that long-
distance trade networks existed from the earliest days of the occupation. The 
oriental cockroach probably made its journey to Britain in grain supplies from 
somewhere warm, in the Mediterranean or even further afield in North Africa. 
Grain pests, including the saw-toothed grain beetles and grain weevil, made 
similar voyages. 

 MOLA know of only one other example of cockroaches being from the 
Roman period in Britain, they are of a later date than the Bloomberg remains, 
around the 3rd-4th century AD. All other examples of cockroaches identified 
archaeologically are of late Medieval or early modern date. 
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FORTHCOMING LECTURES 
 

Please note: These lectures will take place in St Olave’s 
Church, Hart St, London EC3R 7NB 

 
20 September. ‘From Roman activity east of the Forum to post-medieval 

Guild Hall, archaeological excavations at 120 Fenchurch Street’.  

Neil Hawkins, Pre-Construct Archaeology 

 An Archaeological excavation at 120 Fenchurch Street revealed multi-

phase Roman activity from the 1st to 4th century including a road and 

associated buildings.  After a period during which ‘dark earth’ accumulated, the 

medieval period saw an increase in activity with a series of chalk building 

foundations located across the site. In the mid 15th century the Worshipful 

Company of Ironmongers acquired the land and converted the buildings into a 

Hall.  A considerable high status artefactual assemblage was recovered during 

the excavations which relate directly to the Ironmongers’ Hall, extant on the site 

until the early 20th century. 

 
18 October .  ‘Grave goods: objects and death in later prehistoric 

Britain’. 
Dr Neil Wilkin, Curator, Bronze Age Collections 

British Museum 
 

 This talk will explore the questions: what do we mean by ‘grave goods’? 

And what did grave goods mean to people in Britain during the Neolithic and 

Bronze Age?  We will look at both famous (often gold) grave goods but also the 

overlooked - less impressive but potentially very important - objects buried with 

the dead; and consider how the character and meaning of objects buried with 

the dead changed through time and space.  

 This talk draws on the findings from an ongoing research project 

undertaken by the British Museum, University of Reading and University of 

Manchester and funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council. 
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COLAS Calendar 2019 
 
16 August ‘MEMBERS NIGHT’.   Presentations by COLAS Members.  
  Your chance to share a personal archaeological interest, research or  
  favourite site. Details, Page 2. 
 
1 Sept   ‘TOTALLY THAMES’. Public displays and foreshore exploration at  
  Fulham Palace’s family archaeology event. Pages 3 and 7.  
 
 

20 Sept  ‘FROM ROMAN ACTIVITY EAST OF THE FORUM TO POST-  
  MEDIEVAL GUILD HALL.   ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS AT  
  120 FENCHURCH ST’.  
  Neil Hawkins,  PCA. Details, Page 33. 
 
6 Oct  MERTON PRIORY CHAPTER HOUSE VISIT.  
  A guided tour with Dave Saxby, MOLA.  Details Pages 4-5. 
 
18 Oct   ‘GRAVE GOODS: OBJECTS AND DEATH IN LATER PREHISTORIC  
  BRITAIN’.  Dr Neil Wilkin, Curator, British Museum. Details Page 33. 
 
15 Nov  TO BE CONFIRMED. 

 

13 Dec   SEASONAL SOCIAL  
  NB. This will be held in the Hall of St Botolph without Bishopsgate,  
  EC2M 3TL.  The Hall is behind the church on Bishopsgate, near  
  Liverpool St Station.   Details in October ‘Context’. 
 
  

LECTURES take place at St Olave’s Church, Hart St, London, EC3R 7NB 

Near Fenchurch Street (British Rail) Station.   Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start.  
Lectures last about an hour.  Light refreshments are available after the lecture with an 

opportunity for socializing. 
Non-members are welcome to attend lectures but are asked to sign the Visitors’ Book 

and make a £3.00 contribution towards expenses. 
For further details of COLAS see our website: www.colas.org.uk 

City of London Archaeological Society - Registered Charity No 277386 
Registered Address: Museum of London, 150 London Wall, EC2Y 5HN 


